Watersipora subtorquata (d'Orbigny, 1852) has been widely reported as a fouling species from tropical to temperate waters. The continued confusion over the correct name for this species led us to provide a redescription of d'Orbigny's type of Cellepora subtorquata, and to make comparisons with other species of Watersipora. We show that the majority of spec-
Introduction
Watersipora subtorquata (d 'Orbigny, 1852) and Watersipora subovoidea (d 'Orbigny, 1852) have been widely reported as fouling species in harbour areas, from tropical to temperate waters (Harmer 1957; Ryland 1974; Soule & Soule 1975; Ryland et al. 2009; Mackie et al. 2012) . Ryland et al. (2009) noted that these species are frequently confused owing to the absence of a modern taxonomic account comparing W. subtorquata with W. subovoidea. D'Orbigny (1842) first reported Escharina torquata (Lamouroux, 1825) from Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, later renaming the species Cellepora subtorquata d'Orbigny, 1852 because of homonymy (d'Orbigny 1852). Marcus (1937) described similarities between specimens from Santos and Rio de Janeiro that had been described by d'Orbigny, but adopted the name Watersipora cucullata (Busk, 1854) , commonly used by contemporary taxonomists, for this Brazilian material. This name was still being used for specimens from São Paulo and Espírito Santo, Brazil (Marcus 1938 (Marcus , 1955 until Vieira et al. (2008) followed Taylor & Gordon (2002) in using the name W. subtorquata for the Brazilian specimens. Recently, Ramalho et al. (2011) compared the Rio de Janeiro specimens with recent descriptions given by Ryland et al. (2009) and applied the name W. subovoidea to Brazilian material, even though this species was originally introduced by d'Orbigny (1852) for material (Savigny 1817, pl. 8, fig. 1 ) from Egypt. These authors suggested that the specimens of Marcus (1937 Marcus ( , 1938 Marcus ( , 1955 required revision.
Molecular studies investigating introduced populations of Watersipora (Mackie et al. 2006 Geller et al. 2008) have suggested that a common haplotype of W. subtorquata is found in southern Australia, New Zealand and
